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in our power to restore her freedom and her rights, but it will be for
the French to aid us in restoring her greatness. There can be no
doubt that General de Gaulle is a more zealous defender of France's
interests than are the men of Vichy, whose policy is that of utter
subservience to the German enemy.
It did not take much intelligence to see that the infiltration
into Syria by the Germans and their intrigues in Iraq constituted
very great dangers to the whole Eastern flank of our defence in
the Nile Valley and the Suez Canal. The only choice before us in
that theatre for some time has been whether to encourage the Free
French to attempt a counter-penetration by themselves or, at heavy
risk in delay, to prepare, as we have done, a considerable force of
our own. It was also necessary to restore the position in Iraq before
any serious advance in Syria could be made. Our relations with
the Vichy Government and the possibilities of an open breach with
it evidently raised the military and strategic significance of these
movements to the very highest point. Finally, and above all, the
formidable menace of the invasion of Egypt by the German Army
in Cyrenaica, supported by large Italian forces with German stiffen-
ing, remains our chief pre-occupation in the Middle East.
The advance by the German army forces into Egypt has been
threatened for the last two months, and there would not be much
use in attempting to cope with the situation in Syria if, at the
same time, our defences in the Western Desert were beaten down
and broken through. We had to take all these things into con-
sideration, and I was very glad indeed when General Wavell
reported that he was in a position to make the advance which began
on Sunday morning, and which, so far as I have been informed up
to the present, is progressing favourably and with very little opposi-
tion. The position in Syria was very nearly gone. The German
poison was spreading through the country, and the revolt in Iraq,
perhaps beginning prematurely, enabled us to take the necessary
measures to correct the evil; but, as I say, we must not rejoice
or give way to jubilation while we are engaged in operations of this
difficulty and while the reaction of the Germans still remains to us
obscure and unknown.
It is very easy, if I may say so, for critics, without troubling
too much about our resources and even without a sense of the
features of time and distance, to clamour for action now here and
now there : " Why do you not go here ? what," as I think an
hon. Member said, " are you dithering about ? why do you not go
in there ? " and so on. Indeed, one can see how many attractive
strategic propositions there are, even with the most cursory
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